
 

 
Dear student 
 
I hope that you and your family are well. 
 
As you may be aware, Ofqual (the government department that regulates qualifications, exams and 
tests in England) has now released details of how grades will be determined for students in Years 11 
and 13 in the absence of exams in the summer 2020 season.  Having considered the process and 
implications very carefully, I can assure you that the decisions they have made appear to be the best 
possible solution in terms of determining grades in a fair, accurate and transparent manner.  I urge 
you to read all of the information that they have made available to parents and students in the 
documents available via the links below: 
 

 Letter to students: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 

 Guidance for teachers, students and parents/carers: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-
_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf 

 
We will be asked to send exam boards two pieces of information for each subject for you as 
described below, based on what we know about your work and achievements.  We will consider a 
range of things like classwork and homework; results in assignments and any mock exams; any non-
exam assessment or coursework that might have been done; and general progress during your 
course.  

 The grade we believe you were most likely to get if teaching, learning and exams had 
happened as planned; 

 Within each subject, the order of students within school, by performance, for each grade. 
This information will be used to standardise judgements – allowing fine tuning of the 
standard applied across schools and colleges; 

This information will allow Ofqual, with exam boards, to standardise grades across schools and 
colleges, to make sure that, as far as possible, results are fair and that students are not advantaged 
or disadvantaged because their schools or colleges are more generous or harsh than others when 
making those judgements. That means the final grade awarded could be different from the one we 
send to the exam board. 
 
Our staff will be working with the exam boards over the coming weeks to implement the process of 
deciding grades and we are assured by Ofqual that students and parents/carers will be informed of 
them no later than the planned results days on 13th August 2020 (A Level and other KS5 
qualifications) and 20th August (GCSE and equivalent qualifications). 
 
I would ask that you take note of Ofqual’s advice to students: “Please don’t ask your teachers, or 
anyone else at your school or college, to tell you the grades they will be sending to the exam boards 
or where they have placed you in the order of students; they will not be allowed to share this with 
you.”  We have been told to keep all information regarding the grading process strictly confidential, 
so please could I ask that you do not write to us with enquiries relating to it.  It is also important to 
note that any additional work that you complete during the current period of school closure cannot 
be used to influence the grade you are awarded.  That said, we do encourage you to continue with 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf


your studies, firstly because you may wish to enter for one of your cancelled exams in the 2020/21 
academic year to improve a grade, and secondly to ensure you have strong foundation for your next 
stage of education, employment or training.  
 
I hope this helps to give you confidence that your efforts over the past two years will be recognised 
and rewarded in a fair way.  I also wish you the very best in your plans for moving on to the next 
stage in your career path.  For those of you in Year 13, we will continue to support you with your 
applications to universities, colleges and employers.  I sincerely hope that all of our Year 11 students 
will be considering future study with us here at Wellsway or elsewhere within Wellsway Multi 
Academy Trust; we will write to you very shortly to explain your options for Year 12 with us. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Mr D Cooper 
Vice Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


